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Homicides in Brasil - trends from 1980 to 2016 
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100 years of muders in the city of  São Paulo - RISING AND DROP  

Data compiled from Fundação Seade archives, based on cases noted by Departament of Public Safe 

below 10 cases of homicides 
per 100,000 inhabitants  

homicides grew by 906%  
Up to 50 per 100,000 inhab 

Murder rate 
in fell 82%  

 
Bellow 10 
per 100,000 
inhab 



Concentration of Homicides -  Comparison  1993 X 1997 - São Paulo city 
Concentration of homicides in the city. The increase in homicides take place in the same places in the city, showing regionalization of the growth process 

Centre of Violence Studies of  São Paulo University (NEV-USP)/ Marcelo Nery 

1993 1997 



1962  

Jardim Ângela   
on the outskirts of São Paulo 

HOT SPOT neighborhood 

Farm lands 

Aerofotogeografia lab and Remote Sensing 
Department of Geography - USPHot spot in SP 



2008  

Jardim Ângela   
on the outskirts of São Paulo 

HOT SPOT neighborhood 

Aerofotogeografia lab and Remote Sensing 
Department of Geography - USP 

Improvised 
urban sprawl 
Without any  planning  
essentially through self-construction 



Brief History of Homicides 
São Paulo city 



Police Death Squad  

1968 First group in São Paulo whose members clearly express the goal of 

putting into action the solution of social cleansing and 
exterminating criminals 

New Political context - Between the years of 1964 and 1985 Brazil was ruled 

by a military dictatorship 

Estimates about the number of people killed at the hands of the Death Squad 
in São Paulo vary from hundreds to 2,000.  

 

60% of São Paulo residents said they supported the Death Squad’s activities 

Requested by Veja magazine for its July 29, 1970  

 



Military Police – War on crime – Territorial forces 
 
From 1969 to 1973  

War against Guerrilha and armed conflict 
 
After 1974-1975 

War Against crime 
 
Main Suspects – Young and black men living in periphery areas 
 
Mistrust of policemen in public security system - the extermination of those who are seen as the enemies 
became a solution 



Deaths commited by Military Police sky rocket in São Paulo   
 



São Paulo 1997 – By Luiz Paulo Lima 

Deaths commited by Military Police are concentrated  
 



Vigilantes – 80’s   
Members of civil society 

They reproduce the practice of social 
cleansing used by some Military Police 
officers 

Vigilantes began to act primarily with the 
support of shopkeepers 

Cabo Bruno – famous Vigilante in 1984 

 

 

Days after going out of jail, in 2012 , Bruno 
became pastor. He was killed 2 days after 

 

 



1999 SCENARIO – EXTREME DISORDER 

First victim – 1990s – South part of SP 

Revange Revange of revange 

Conflict with 
another neighborhood 

After 10 years  
they were still killing each other 

Multiplier homicide 

Jardim Ângela District  19993-1998 

1 MURDER 

BECAME 156 MURDERES 

Past homicides determining future choices 

Interconnected choices - – Kill for not being killed 

Decision of killing depend of a third part 

Uncontrolled and Unpredictable violence   



October 2nd , 1992 - Carandiru Massacre 
111 prisoners were killed by the police 

TURNING POINT 



AUGUST 31ST , 1993  
PCC 
FIRST COMAND OF CAPITAL 

The system is our enemy 
 
Let's kill cops and not killing each other 
 
Brother must stop killing brothers 
 
CRIME STRENGTHENS CRIME 



MASS INCARCERATION –  STRENGTHENING OF INFORMAL CONTROL  

720% - rises of population in prison between 1990 and 2010 

 

30 000 prisoners to 230 000 

 
More than 1 million go through the penitentiary system 

 

Inability of authorities to control the day-to-day 

 

– fiscal limits  

 



Mobile effect 

2001 – First mega rebellion in Sao Paulo history thanks to cellphones  

 

Violence in the system and disputes between rival gangs and within the leadership of the PCC continued.  

Before 
mobiles 

After 
mobiles 

Before 
mobiles 

After 
mobiles 



Brazilian prison population – 1990 to 2014 
Similar pattern of mass incarceration as São Paulo city 



Prison gangs in Brazil 






